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Points of Note

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

» 30% budget increase over next 5 years — most of it against op
* More and stronger collaboration with South Korea

= No communications from North Korea since March 2019

» 23% of Korean War Unknowns identified

» US-ROK exploring trilateral opportunities

= Strained relations with Russia & China restrict activities, but . . .
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Operations & Initiatives

Col Matt Brannen, USMC

Deputy Director for Operations
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“Cold War
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= Accounted for 2 of 128 (126 still unaccounted for)
= Latvia IT-P(U) mission planned for Q3FY24
= China

» Jan 2021: People’s Liberation Army Archives investigated one Cold War case and
shared their findings w/ DPAA

= Continuing to pursue information from PLA-A via DoD’s Defense Policy
Coordination Talks

= Russia
= Conditions-based execution of in-person Commission related activities

= Research continues in the Central Archives of the Ministry of Defense
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Left: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) conducting excavation in Europe  

Center:

Right: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) recently sent a team to South Korea to conduct a joint excavation with members from the Ministry of National Defense Agency for Killed in Action Recovery and Identification (MAKRI) and Soldiers of the Republic of Korea (ROK) Army 2nd Infantry Division, Ranger Battalion. 02 June 2017


“Korean War Accounting
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= Accounted for 664 (as of 8 Aug 23) of 8,157 unaccounted for; 7,493 unaccounted for )
» Disinter 572 of 866 unknown graves from the Punchbowl

= Over 200 IDs from Punchbowl Unknowns

= Phase 5 (of 7) planned to start in October 2023
» Strongest and most extensive collaboration is with the ROK (MND and MAKRI)

» DPAA-MAKRI conducted 1st joint investigation in DMZ in Summer 2021 (Hill 111); proposing
joint excavation fall 2023 (Hill 111)

» 2021 — 2023 Repatriations between U.S. and ROK

= 2021: 6 U.S. /68 ROK remains; 2023: 1 U.S. /7 ROK remains
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Left Photo: Forensic anthropologists with the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) review the contents of cases containing the possible remains of service members lost in the Korean War during a unilateral transfer in Wonsan, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, July 27, 2018. The cases were transported via military aircraft to Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, for initial review before being transferred to DPAA's forensic laboratory at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.

Center: A member of the Ministry of National Defense's Killed in Action Recovery and Identification (MAKRI) and Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)  conducting a movement to Hill 111 to conduct a investigation on site near the Demilitarized Zone separating North and South Korea, on April 16, 2021. 

Right: U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Joshua Pyo, a team leader attached to Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA), right, speaks with Lt. Col. Kim Jin Ho, operations chief of the Ministry of National Defense's Killed in Action Recovery and Identification (MAKRI) during an investigation mission at Arrowhead Hill in the Demilitarized Zone separating North and South Korea, on April 14, 2021. DPAA personnel arrived to conduct an investigation into possible locations of U.S. service members lost during the Korean War. 


“Korean War Operations
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» |n FY23 DPAA has executed 2 investigations in ROK, 1 investigation planned in Q4

» |n FY24 DPAA has planned 1 recovery mission in the DMZ and 3 investigations in
ROK

» Partners actively working 12 research-related projects in FY23; FY24 14 research-

related projects

= DPAA is prepared should the opportunity arise to open negotiations with DPRK about

remains recovery operations
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Left:U.S. Service Members assigned to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) participate in a disinterment ceremony at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu, Hawaii, Nov. 21, 2022. The ceremony was part of DPAA’s efforts to disinter the remains of unknown servicemembers lost during the Korean War

Center:  Republic of Korea (ROK) Senior Chief Petty Officer Ho Jong Choi, the nephew of Private First Class Im Rak Choi, a ROK service member who was killed in action during the Korean War and recently identified by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency and the Republic of Korea's Ministry of National Defense Agency for KIA Recovery and Identification (MAKRI), carries a transfer case during the Korean War Remains Repatriation Ceremony at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, July 25, 2023. 

Right: U.S. and Republic of Korea military and government officials conduct a repatriation ceremony at the Ministry of National Defense Agency for Killed in Action Recovery Identification (MAKRI) headquarters in Seoul, Feb. 23, 2023. Accepting the remains on behalf of the U.S., was Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency Director, Kelly McKeague. The remains will be transported to the DPAA laboratory for further scientific analysis. There are currently more than 7,500 unaccounted for American service members from the Korean War. 
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Korea, Cold War Research and
Joint Field Activities
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Director, Indo-Pacific
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IP Mission/Vision

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

Mission:

» [ndo-Pacific Directorate (IP) conducts research, analysis, and field
activities (i.e., disinterments, investigations, and recovery missions) in
FY 2023-2024 in the Indo-Pacific Theater, in order to facilitate case
progression, maximize the number of identifications, and account for

eligible personnel.

Vision:

= The IP Directorate manages regional efforts effectively by creating an
environment to allow our people to work at their natural best instead of
asking them to do more. Espousing the tenets of trust, teamwork,
transparency and tenacity along with competence and character, we
continue to refine our processes to meet the next evolution of the
Agency’s mission.
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- Task Organization
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Composition Disposition
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IP Korean War Research Update

Dr. Dawn Alexandrea Berry
Research Branch Chief — Korea
Indo-Pacific Directorate, DPAA
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IP Korean War Research Update
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DPAA Research

= |s purposeful, systematic investigation

= |s driven by a question, problem, or requirement

» Seeks information methodically with a clear goal

» Produces knowledge/data that can be used to solve problems

= Takes time (often months or years to develop fully, depending on the project)

DPAA'’s Indo-Pacific Korean War Research

» Drives Operations (including Field Work and Disinterments)

= Supports Family Communications (Case Summaries, FMUs, RFls)

= Supports Identifications (Assistance with short lists and Historical Reports)

» |s made possible by long-term foundational research that includes, but is not
limited to, historical/archival work
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FAMILY « Case Summaries
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Archival Research

* Big Data Projects
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* GIS/Mapping

+ Case Narratives

* Investigation Proposals

+ Excavation Proposals

* Field Investigations

» Coordination with MAKRI
Investigation Team
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» Short List assistance for
laboratory FRS and Chest
Radiograph processes

* MFRs
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IP Korean War Research Update
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Benefits of a Holistic
Approach to Research —
Korean War Disinterment
Project

» This comprehensive
approach to Korean War
Research is what led to
the development of the
Disinterment Project that
is enabling 547 sets of
remains to be disinterred
from the National
Memorial Cemetery of the §
Pacific (NMCP), Hawaii-
Punchbowl.
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IP Korean War Research Update
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IP Korean War Research Update

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY &

& RUSSIA

What is new with DPAA
Korean War Research?

* The pandemic allowed the Korea
Research Team to build on its
existing knowledge and expand
into newer research areas —
increased focus on the Civilian
Control Zone (CCZ), DMZ, and
underwater cases.

Demilitarized JI'}

= This sustained research over the
past several years is leading to
the first Korean War Underwater
Investigation, to take place in
September 2023.
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IP Korean War Research Update

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENC

What is next for DPAA Korean War Research?

* The Korean War Research Team has recently been consolidated under
one O-5 (Lt Col Greg Little) and one Branch Chief (Dr. Dawn Berry). The
DPAA has also allocated new research positions to the team —
demonstrating the Agency’s commitment to Korean War Families.

» This change is also enabling the Korea Research Team to move forward
as one unit with a single research strategy.

= Over the next year we will continue to build our D.P.R.K. and R.O.K.
Master Investigation List (MIL)/ Master Excavation List (MEL) including,
but not limited to Underwater Research, DMZ/CCZ, and Field Work that
compliments Agency disinterment's and MAKRI operations.

= We will also continue to leverage DPAA’s Partnerships and Innovations
Directorate (PI) to develop projects with Partner Institutions like George
Mason University and Florida State University in order to support the
above-mentioned Korean War Research goals

* |n order to get Korean War Families answers as quickly as possible
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IP Korean War Disinterment

Project Update
Mr. Heath Kennedy

Disinterment Manager
Indo-Pacific Directorate, DPAA
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Korean War Disinterment Project

Ly
DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY éﬂ

Disinterment Operations from National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl) by FY

Project DPRK Total # of Disinterment
Phase Unknowns Unknowns Year

1 FY19

2 65 52 117 FY20

3 38 63 101 FY21

4 36 35 71 FY22-23
FY24

P 96 20 96 (Planning)
FY25

0 20 e 110 (Projected)

7 30 54 84 e

(Projected)
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Korean War Disinterment Project
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Phase 5: 96 Korean War Unknowns — Planned for Disinterment in FY24'
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IP Korean War Operations Update

LTC Alex Duran

(Acting) Deputy Director/Operations Officer
Indo-Pacific Directorate, DPAA
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eams Composition

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

Investigation Team Recovery Team
1. Team Leader — O-3/E-7 1. Team Leader - O-3
2. Team Sergeant — E-5 to E-6 2. Team Sergeant — E-6 to E-7

3. Scientific Research Expert — Scientific Research Expert -

Anthropologist/Archeologist Anthropologist/Archeologist

Lead Investigator/Analyst Recovery NCO - E-5

Photographer — E-5 to E-6 Recovery NCO - E-5

Independent Provider Recovery NCO - E-5

Photographer — E-5 to E-7

N oo a M

Linguist — E-4 to O-4/DOD
Civilian Independent Provider

Medic

Linguist — E-4 to O-4/DOD Civilian

Linguist — E-4 to O-4/DOD Civilian

8. Communication Specialist —
E-4 to E-7
9. Explosive Ordnance Disposal

Technician — E-5 to E-8 Communication Specialist — E-4 to E-8

Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Technician — E-5 to E-8

10. Life Support Investigator — E-5

to E-8
Explosive Ordnance Disposal

== Technician — E-5 to E-8
Note: Positions colored blue are DPAA 5
internal, positions in black are Short-

Term Individual Augmentees (STIAs).

Life Support Investigator — E-5 to E-8

*Mountaineer — E-5 to E-7*
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“IP Korean War Operations
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Significant Events (1-2-3

QTR/FY23

RoK Repatriation of 7
Korean Remains (6t
repatriation since 2012)

Total of 306 ROK/31 US
repatriated since 15t REPAT

Equipment Stage
Completed

250 IDs out of 572
disinterred

MAKRI and DPAA Bi-lateral
engagement

MAKRI and DPAA PDSS
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Legend:
RT=  Recovery Team
IT= Investigation Team

SEV= Staff Engagement Visit
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
23-3KR to be Canx’d: Action Memo is being drafted by SSgt Baker
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U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs
(USRJC)

DPAA Joint Commission Support Division (JCSD)

Darla L. Stencavage
USRJC Executive Secretary, U.S. Side

Chief, Joint Commission Support Division
Europe-Mediterranean Region / DPAA
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon,
I am Darla Stencavage, the Executive Secretary for the U.S. Side of the USRJC and Chief of the Joint Commission Support Division. I am a retired Army Aviation and Foreign Area Officer and started working at DPAA in August of last year. 



U.S. Side of the USRJC

Senator James Lankford
R, OK
USRJC Commissioner

Mr. Kelly McKeague
Department of Defense
USRJC Commissioner

Chairman, Vietnam War WG
Director, DPAA

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

General (ret) Robert H. “Doc”
Foglesong

Chairman, U.S. Side of USRJC

Senator Joe Manchin
D, wv D, CA R, OH
USRJC Commissioner USRJC Commissioner USRJC Commissioner

Dr. Timothy Nenninger Ms. Sonata Coulter Mr. Timothy Shea
NARA State Dept DIA
USRJC Commissioner USRJC Commissioner USRJC Commissioner
Chairman, WWII WG Chairman, Korean War WG| Chairman, Cold War WG



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on POW/MIAs or USRJC is a bilateral, presidentially-mandated commission.  As many of you know, the USRJC was created by President George Bush and President Yeltsin in 1992 and is now in the fourth decade of its existence.  

The U.S. Side is engaged in the core U.S. national interest - accounting for U.S. Department of Defense personnel missing from the past wars and conflicts.  The Russian Side is engaged in accounting for Russian (Soviet) service members who remain missing.  

The Commission is chaired on each Side by a Chairman appointed by his respective President. The U.S. Side Chairman is retired four star Air Force General Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong. 

The U.S. Chairman of the Commission’s Vietnam War Working Group is Mr. Tim Shea, who is the USRJC U.S. Commissioner representing the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency.   

As the Executive Secretary for the U.S. Side, I coordinate efforts to enable the operations of the U.S. Side under the guidance of the U.S. Chairman and I serve as the primary communication channel for U.S. Commissioners and support staff with the Russian Side of the Commission.  



Joint Commission Support Division

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

Civilian (GS)

Korean and Cold War Accounting

JCSD Chief
Ms. Darla Stencavage

(USRJC U.S. Side Executive Secretary)

Moscow Chief of
Research
Vacant
(contract under review)

Moscow Researcher
Ms. Irina Koryakina
(CTR)

Moscow Researcher
Mr. Mikhail Smolyaninov
(CTR)

Korean War Analyst
Dr. Jason Strudler

Cold War Analyst
Dr. James Connell



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Alongside my duties as the Executive Secretary, I am the Chief of the Joint Commission Support Division, an analytical and research division that is the Department of Defense support provided to the U.S. Side of the USRJC and is a part of DPAA. 

As JCSD Chief, I provide leadership, direction, and oversight to the research unit.  My Deputy, an Army Officer, supervises day-to-day operations.  JCSD support staff consists of one senior analyst each to support the Commission’s working groups for the Vietnam War, Cold War, Korean War, and World War II.  We also have four military analysts/Russian linguists who support the working groups.  Our Moscow group, Russian nationals contracted by DPAA, are working in the Russian Central Defense Archives reviewing declassified World War II and Korean War for information about missing U.S. personnel. 

I am going to briefly describe our work in support of the KWWG and the CWWG over the past year. 



‘USRJC Achievements and Challenges 2023

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

Achievements:

= White House and DoD approved continued engagement within USRJC
» USRJC U.S. Side Chairman regularly communicates with senior U.S. officials

» USRJC Co-Chairmen continue telephonic communications and are exploring
possibilities to resume collaboration by analysts and subject matter experts

= U.S. POW/MIA in-person research in Russian Defense Archives is ongoing
= Russian Side returned to in-person research in U.S. National Archives

= JCSD conducted a thorough review of Cold War shoot down, oral history and
archival data base to prioritize research

= Annual commemoration of April 8, 1950 shoot down held by U.S.
Ambassador Christopher Robinson in Liepaja, Latvia

Challenges:

= High level constraints placed on interactions due to bilateral relations that
affect planned engagements/activities

» Restricted ability to travel to Russia


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The White House and DoD formally approved the carve-out for USRJC humanitarian activities and JCSD support.  The Commission continues to function albeit on a much smaller scale. 

The U.S. Side Chairman provided updates to Congressmen Brad Wenstrup and Jimmy Panetta. General Foglesong has also spoken with U.S. Ambassador to Russia, Lynne Tracy and has met with U.S. Side Commissioners including Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary Marcus Micheli and other senior level Department of Defense officials multiple times.

Russian nationals contracted by DPAA, work in the Russian Ministry of Defense Central Archives on a regular basis to research and review declassified records. The archivists are only able to work with declassified or unclassified documents, which restricts them to records related to World War II and Korean War. 

However, the appointment of Russian Commissioners from Russian Security Services and Russian General Staff’s Main Intelligence Directorate (GRU) gives us some hope of getting some access to some Soviet archival records, that remain classified and non-accessible for U.S. researchers.  We regularly request for cleared Russian archivists to gain authorization to review classified records on our behalf.  We will then seek declassification from the Russian Side of those excerpts that pertain to U.S. missing personnel. 

The U.S. Side and Russian Side Co-Chairmen of the Commission continue their telephonic communication on a regular basis and continue to coordinate strategic policy matters regarding POW/MIAs, provide guidance to their respective commissioners, and explore possible ways to sustain research and resume collaboration by their support staff - analysts and Subject Matter Experts. 

The Commission’s Russian Side researchers from their Russian Embassy office in Washington, DC returned to in-person research in U.S. National Archives looking for information about their missing. 

Due to political sanctions, we have restrictions on our ability to meet with senior Russian officials who are members of the Russian Side of the Commission.

Furthermore, there are insurance and safety concerns that limit our ability to travel to Russia.



‘Recent USRJC Co-Chairmen Engagement

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENC

April 2023:

» |naugural agreement to exchange papers detailing POW/MIA research
goals and issues

June 2023:
= U.S. Side White Paper delivered to Russian Side

= Korean War Issues Requested:

» Declassification of documents showing shoot down information
» Russian review of POW Camps

= Review of Federal Security Service records related to Americans in
Main Administration for Affairs of POWSs and Internees (Gulag) System

= Cold War Issues Requested:

= Russian Side obtain permit to excavate anomalies at Novosysoyevka
Cemetery (Hospital 404) and consider a third-party organization
acceptable to both Sides that could conduct the excavation


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I have mentioned that the Commission’s Co-Chairmen continued telephonic communication. In April of this year, recognizing the importance of continuing to work clarifying the fates and establishing the circumstances of losses of missing personnel, the U.S. Side and Russian Side Co-Chairmen agreed to exchange papers that detail the POW/MIA research goals of each Side.  

At the beginning of this June, we forwarded a “White Paper” to the Russian Side. This paper laid out specific requests for information about our missing from all four conflicts – the Vietnam War, the Korean War, the Cold War and World War II.

Korean War:
Declassification of documents showing shootdown information
Russian review of POW camps
Review of FSB records related to Americans in GULag System

For the CWWG portion, we requested consideration of a third-party expedition to return to Novosysoyevka in Primorsky Kray (Maritime Territory) in connection with prior investigations related to the 6 November 1951 incident.  

We are always grateful for your support of our work. We will continue keeping you posted about current and future developments.  Thank you.



Congratulations for 30 years of service to the accounting effort
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James G. Connell Jr, Ph.D., Captain, U.S. Navy
retired e T
rered | ABOAR

= Senior Analyst and Executive Secretary Emeritus working
on the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission since May 1992

» U.S. Naval Academy Graduate, served in the U.S. Navy
1961-1991

» Began work with Task Force Russia in May 1992, to support
the Moscow Office of the U.S.-Russia Joint Commission on
POW/MIAs (USRJC)

» Served four years as Deputy of Moscow Office and
five years as Chief, POW/MIA-Moscow

= Has worked as an analyst at the Washington Office
since 2001
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Korean War Identification Project Update

Dr. Veronica Keyes, PhD, RPA, D-ABFA
Korean War ldentification Project Lead
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The Korean War Identification Project
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The Korean War Identification Project
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K208

Joint Recovery
Operations (JRO)

\ National Memorial

K55
Cemetery of the
0 Pacific
/ (NMCP/Punchbowl)
DPAA Recovery
orea

MAKRI
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Punchbowl Korean War Disinterments
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Punchbowl Identifications
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= 204 IDs of Punchbowl Unknowns
= 16 IDs from Phase 1

= 39 IDs from Phase 2

= 4 |Ds from Phase 3

» Phase 4 completed — all cases sampled
» 572 cases exhumed to date

» Phase 5 scheduled to begin in FY2024

» Repatriated 10 cases to MAKRI in 2021 and 2023
= 2 non-Phase, 7 Phase 1, 1 Phase 3
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K55 Turnover (2018)
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Locations of DPRK Turnovers
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s
K55: 20 boxes
from | K55: 35 boxes
Unsan/Kujang from East
Area Chosin Area

g_ = e




‘individuals Represented in K55
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= There are an estimated 250 individuals represented in the
K55 boxes

= Approximately 160 U.S. service members are represented
in the K55 assemblage

= Approximately 90 individuals are likely non-U.S. personnel

UNCLASSIFIED

39


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
503 total elements


Individuals Represented in K55
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K-55 Individuals

250
m Estimated No. Unidentified
200 Remaining
150
® No. Individuals Repatriated to
MAKRI
100
50
® No. Identified U.S.
Servicemembers
0



K208 (1991-1994) and JRO (1996-2005)

[
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Analysis of the K208 and JRO is ongoing
= 154 IDs from the K208 assemblage

= 153 IDs from the JRO assemblage
= 39 IDs from both K208 and JRO assemblages
= 11D from both K55 and JRO assemblages

= 347 total IDs from K208 and JRO assemblages

UNCLASSIFIED




MAKRI Partnership
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Qaboratow Operations
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Recovered evidence is accessioned into the DPAA Laboratory
Accredited by ANSI ASQ National Accreditation Board (ANAB)

= | ocated at two core sites

Offutt Air Force Base,
Omaha, NE

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, O’ahu, H
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The DPAA Laboratory is a multidisciplinary team consisting of medical examiners, anthropologists, archaeologists, odontologists, histologists, evidence managers, DNA and dental technicians, life support investigators, a quality assurance team, case coordinators, and administrative and support staff.  The DPAA Laboratory System consists of two core labs: the Main Lab in Hawaii and a satellite Lab at Offutt AFB in Nebraska.  These laboratories and their forensic procedures are accredited by the American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors, Laboratory Accreditation Board (ASCLD-LAB), also known as American National Standards Institute, American Society for Quality, National Accreditation Board (ANSI-ANAB).

ANAB—ASQ National Accreditation Board 
ANSI – American National Standards Institute
ASQ – American Society for Quality


@Iultiple Lines of Evidence
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Identifications are made using multiple lines of evidence, whenever possible and are made under the umbrella of our quality assurance program. Only when all lines evidence converge, pointing to one individual, can an identification be made.  The identification is to the exclusion of all reasonable possibilities.  Any discrepancies have to be reasonably explained.  All other individuals are excluded.  Exclusions are just as important as matches even if an identification is not made.  The recovery and identification process being presented is a professional standard and best practice in human identification.    



Qdentification Process

Forensic Anthropology

» Bone? Human bone? How many individuals
are present?

Biological Profile

" Sex

= Age

= Ancestry

= Stature

» Trauma, pathology
» |[ndividual traits

Compare with Antemortem Data

» Segregate commingled remains
= Narrow the search space
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Physical anthropology determines the biological profile of the recovered remains and includes age-at-death, sex, ancestry, stature, and individual traits.  Physical anthropology also identifies and analyzes trauma and pathological conditions which may suggest a cause of death.  The biological profile is then compared to those in the universe of missing individuals.




Identification Process
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DNA Evidence
= Family reference samples are essential!

140
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240

150 160
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ATACTTA

' 260
ACAATTGHZ GTCTGCACAG

300 310
ATTTCCACCA  AACCCCCCCT

320
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170
TCGCACCTAC Standard
—————————— Humerus
220
ATTAATTAAT Standard
—————————— Humerus
270
JCAQTTTCCA Standard
————— Humerus

Standard
Humerus




Qdentification Process
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N’y

Anthropologists Compare Post-Mortem and Antemortem Chest X-Rays
» Generate a short list

» Find points of concordance

= Verify with superimposition

= Helpful when DNA is inconclusive and
to EXCLUDE individuals

UNCLASSIFIED


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dentition is not the only area of the body that can produce a conclusive radiographic identification.  Radiographic comparisons of other parts of the body are similarly useful and effective.  Frontal sinus patterns in the skull and clavicles (collarbones) especially lend themselves to comparison.  The DPAA Laboratory developed a combination computerized and visual method to compare chest radiographs of remains with the digitally archived x-rays of the missing that were taken for tuberculosis screening during military induction.  The computer scans thousands of digitized radiographs for clavicle shape and produces a short list.  The analyst then visually compares the post mortem radiograph to each antemortem radiograph on the short list.  Items of concordance or non-concordance are identified.  If the former, clavicle images are superimposed for additional verification.  If the clavicles match, a positive identification is in order.  Since 2010, chest radiograph comparisons are responsible for 145 identifications.  The computerized triage of radiographs followed by analyst individual comparisons is the same approach used in the modern day Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) used by law enforcement agencies worldwide.



Qdentification Process
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Table 1. Dental comparison table of CIL
Forensic Odonto|ogy Tooth# | Tooth# Postmortem Antemortem
= Dentists compare any 27 R-11 E v
dental remains to 28 R-12 E v
antemortem dental 29 R-13
records 20 14
= Evidence toward IDs 31 R-15
and exclusions 32 R-16

KEY: green shade = similar findings, E = missing
perimortem/postmortem; V = unrestored.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teeth can endure harsh postmortem environments and, in some types of soils, may be the only recovered human remains.  As such, dental records are extremely important.  The dental pattern, teeth that are present or absent, as well as restorations, or fillings, can be matched.  If radiographs are available, the shape of the teeth and their minute internal structures can be compared.  Unfortunately, dental x-rays prior to the Vietnam era are rare, but dental charts often exist for comparison.  Dental matches, even most based on charts, are as good as a fingerprint. 



Identification Process
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Stable Isotopes are “Nature’s Recordersg
= Diet: Carbon, Nitrogen, and Sulfur

= Geographic origin: Oxygen, Strontium, and Lead
Classification

= Triage into likely populations based on dietary
differences

= Reduces burden on DNA and follow-on casework
Separation

= Help resolve commingling

= Saves time and money

Geolocation

= Compare isotope record to home of record

= Provides evidence for an ID
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Partner Research
Dr. Katie Schroeder
Henry Jackson Foundation Senior Historian &

Research Team Co-Lead (Acting), Partnerships &
Innovations Directorate, DPAA

Korean/Cold War Annual Government Briefing 17-18 August 2023




What is Partner Research?

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY IS8

Research

» |s purposeful, systematic investigation

= Driven by a question/problem/requirement

» Seeking information methodically, with a clear goal

» Producing knowledge/data that can be used to solve problems

» Takes time (months or years to develop fully, depending on the project)

Partner Research Supporting DPAA

» Includes, but is not limited to, historical/archival work
» Conducted and used by all DPAA directorates in a wide variety of ways
= Can be used to fulfill immediate needs or long-term foundational work
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What is Partner Research?

Pl Partner Research Projects increase capacity and capability while

&/
DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY  Bfi

leveraging innovation to enhance DPAA’s overall research efforts

Areas where Pl Research projects have an impact:

UNCLASSIFIED

Technical capabilities that the agency does not readily have, e.g. non-DOD-
compliant software, or coding capabilities

Very long-term or large-scale data projects that require additional support in a
high-paced operational environment

Difficult to access archival collections and scholarly databases
» e.g. Small local archives, subscription-only databases

Augmenting existing DPAA research capacity during periodic surges in case
progression deliverable production

» e.g. Case Summary production for Family Member Updates

52



Who are our Korean War Research Partners?

L
DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY =
=

Current Korean War Research Partners
= George Mason University

= University of Nebraska-Lincoln

= The Ohio State University

= East Carolina University

= University of Wisconsin-Madison
= University of Southern Mississippi
= The National World War Il Museum ¢
= Texas A&M University |
= Texas Tech University
» Florida State

Pending/Planned Korean War
Research Partners

= Temple University

= San Diego State University

= University of Missouri
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Research Supporting Outreach and Research Supporting Field
Communications Investigations and Excavations

Research Supporting
Identifications

Research Supporting
Disinterments

Research Supporting
other DPAA Agency
Initiatives and Processes
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FOUNDATIONAL
RESEARCH

Archival Research

* Big Data Projects

* Overview
Narratives

* Casualty Databases

* GIS/Mapping

Projects etc.

OUTREACH AND
COMMUNICATION
RESEARCH

Il A I

DISINTERMENT
RESEARCH

Vi

FIELD
RESEARCH &
INNOVATION

14

RESEARCH
SUPPORTING
IDENITIFICATIONS

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

Lol

Case Summaries
RFI Assistance
Photo Projects
MFR

Case Summaries
Cemetery Narratives
MFR

Case Summaries
Case Narratives
MFR

Historical Report Assistance

RFI Assistance
MFR




Completed Korean War Partner Research Projects

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

= DPAA has been working on Korean War
partner research since 2017

» Completed past projects include:

= A Historical Narrative of the Pork Chop
Hill campaign

= QOral Histories with Korean War
Veterans who handled remains near the
DMZ

» Korean War Legacy Foundation
Curriculum Book

= Articles for FamWeb
= Pusan Perimeter
= |[nchon
» DMZ Campaign

UNCLASSIFIED 56




Current & Upcoming Korean War Partner Research Projects

Big Data/GIS Projects

= UNMC Tanggok 5615 Disinterment
Project

» Korean War Resolved DMZ project

= Korean War GIS project

Narrative Projects

=  Korean War DMZ Losses Narrative

Archival Projects
» RG 242 Korean War Captured
Records

UNCLASSIFIED

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY éﬂ

Service Member Photo Projects

= Ohio

= \Wisconsin

= | ouisiana

= Texas

= New Mexico

» Mississippi

= North Carolina
= Oklahoma

Agency Supporting Projects

» Korean War Oral History Program
(KWOHP)

of



Pl Research Projects*
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Active Projects

Research Opportunities by Duration Research Opportunities by Complexity

Status 6 8 Status
100 Pending / Pre-Coordination [ 70 Pending / Pre-Coordination [l

OnHold I OnHold @
Active Project Closed
Closed B Active Project @

50

Active H&S Projects

03

40

20

0
= .| - - a ‘6‘ -
Short-term  Long-Term 1 5 K- & &
Estimated Duration v

Short-term is <1 yr; long-term is =1 yr Complexity

Record Count
Record Count
[ (¥ ] e
[=] [=3 [ =] (=]

*Korean War Research Projects account for approximately 20%
of current Partner Research efforts
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Research Project Assistance by Researchers for Researchers

DEFENSE POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AGENCY

Dr. Matt Minarchek, Pl Research Team Dr. Katie Schroeder, Pl Research Team  Dr. Dawn Berry (PI Research Lead 2019-23,
Co-Lead (Acting) Co-Lead (Acting) Currently IP Research Branch Chief, Korea)

Dr. Zack Matusheski, PI Research Project Officer Dr. Keith Huxen, Pl Research Project Officer
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QUESTIONS?
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